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The month of February may be the shortest month in the year, but St. Luke’s managed to pack a lot into these twenty-eight days. Our
Black History Month Committee, consisting of Dr. Joseph Ray, Mrs. Judy Battiste, and your Rector, worked very hard to ensure that
we followed the 2022 Black History Theme: Black Wellness and Health. Two of our four speakers were medical doctors, Dr. Gerald
Wilson and Dr. Burnett Gallman, Jr. Their talks were very informative and packed full of advice on how to live a life of health and
wellness. We observed the Feast of Absalom Jones and were thrilled with the Rev. Fr. Darryl James and his timely and often humorous
sermon. Our youth delivered biographical information on various medical pioneers during their presentation, and lastly, we had a
glorious day with a visit from our newly consecrated bishop, the Rt. Rev. Daniel P. Richards. He infused black history into his sermon
and referenced the biographies of two black Episcopalians in the bulletin. He asked the question, “We can look back and remember
saints, but can you look across the aisle and remember the saints that are becoming right in front of you?”
Our attention now turns to the season of Lent. It is my goal this Lenten season to wake us up from the normal doldrums of Lent and to
experience this season in a much deeper and spiritual way. If we are not careful, the Lenten season becomes just another season in which
we think about “What can I give up this Lenten season?” But as I have often said is “What can you take up for Lent?” If we are to truly
take the Lenten season seriously, we must be prepared to face and understand some hard truths about ourselves. The Lenten season is a
time of self-reflection as well as one of delving deep inside our souls to find that which keeps us in darkness and not allowing us to see
and walk in the light: which is Christ.
These past six months for us here at St. Luke’s have been full of happiness (celebrations), sadness (deaths), as well as misunderstandings,
miscommunications, frustrations, and the inability at times to face some hard truths. As your priest, I will model what I am asking you
to do by observing a Holy Lent; by delving deep within myself to see those things that may be keeping me from truly enjoying my
vocation, my calling, my life, and being mindful of those things that have the potential to keep me from being Christ-like. I invite all of
us to do as Bishop Daniel asked us to do. He asked us to “reveal ourselves as we really are …to tell the truth, and to offer another person
whom you truly are…It is the giving of yourselves in truth” He asked the congregation to consider the following instead of giving up
just something for Lent, “Give up hiding from God, give up half-said prayers, give up polite prayers, plead with the almighty, and pray
deep.”
I invite us all to heed the words from the bishop as well as those of our Lord Jesus Christ, “to love one another.” This Lenten season
should not be just another season to skip through so that we can get to the grand prize: Easter Day. Just like the blooms that will open
on the lily plants to release their intoxicating fragrance, we all have work to do so that when this Lenten season is over, we will open to
be a new self, a new creature in Christ, a beautiful bloom to be admired.
We have forty days and forty nights in the Lenten wilderness to do the work that the Lenten season requires of us. We will face many
temptations to leave the wilderness early because the work will be hard, and to say to yourself, “I do not have time for this. I’ll do it
next year.” We are not promised next year or another Lenten season.
The following quote is meant to serve as a metaphor as we embark in the wilderness of Lent to take an inward look at ourselves. “If you
tend to a flower, it will bloom, no matter how many weeds surround it.” ---Matshona Dhilwayo
Resist the temptation to leave the wilderness early. I anxiously await the blooms that I will see on Easter Day after we have done the
work the God has called us to do in this Lenten season.
Wishing everyone a Holy Lent,

In Peace,
Fr. Raphiell+
February 28, 2022
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Reflections from Black History Month
Thank you to Judy Baptiste, Dr. Joseph Ray and Father Raphiell for organizing this year’s Black History Month’s activities.
Our individual health and wellness and that of our congregation were the main themes.

Gerald Wilson, M.D.
Dr. Wilson, retired vascular surgeon, provided a brief history and current state of
Black health. He discussed what we can do to respect God’s temple. He shared nine
specific actions.
1) Maintain a healthy weight.
2) Don’t smoke or vape.
3) Eat a healthy diet and know how to read food labels. Exercise. Keep moving.
Walking, cycling and swimming are all good forms of exercise.
4) Know your family health history.
5) Be an advocate for your health. Share and create a support group for yourself.
6) Be informed before you see your health professional.
7) Ask for testing, ensure you get your annual exams.
8) Follow-up on test results. And,
9) Early detection means better results.

Burnett Gallman, M.D., practicing gastroenterologist and board member of the Kemetic
Institute for Health and Human Development, moderated a session on the importance of health and wellness in black
community.
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Reflections continued…

The Reverend Darryl F. James,
Retired Rector
Father James quickly got the attention of all when he announced the theme of his
sermon, “Love Jones”. After the laughter and trips down memory lane, Father
shifted our attention to why Episcopalians should have a love for Absalom Jones,
particularly on The Feast Day in his memory.
Father gave a detailed history of Absalom Jones’ journey from slavery to freedom,
his alliance with Richard Allen, founder of Mother Bethel AME Church in
Philadelphia and; Absalom’s Jones’ founding of St. Thomas Episcopal Church in
the same city.
Father stated that if Absalom Jones was alive today, he would be proud of the work
that St. Luke’s is doing, He recognized the contributions of Father Raphiell.
Paraphrasing, Father James said that St. Luke’s will grow and thrive as the rector
and the parishioners work in collective harmony. and sow the seeds of love, and
demonstrate hospitality to the community.

Black Medical Pioneers Youth Program

Jaylen Caldwell.

Kingston Tucker

Valarian Couch, Jr.

Kennedy Johnson Christina Caldwell

St. Luke Youth shared contributions made by African American pioneers in the medical field.

Black History month
Concert performers
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St. Luke’s…First Stop on The New Bishop’s
Calendar
The Right Reverend Daniel F. Richards, IX Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina, consecrated and
ordained on February 26, 2022 , delivered the sermon on Sunday, February 27, 2022. Visit our Facebook page to see
additional pictures from the day’s event.
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the Choristers Meet the people behind the amazing voices we are graced with each week.
Angela Blalock, soprano, has a Doctorate of Music Arts from the
University of South Carolina; a Master of Arts in Vocal Pedagogy from Ohio State University and
a Bachelor of Arts from Savannah State College in Vocal Performance. She states that she is “equally
comfortable in the classroom and onstage as a performer” – two environments where she has shown
herself to be highly skilled and respected by her peers. She has supervised numerous academic and
studio recitals, with student going on to pursue graduate studies and professional careers as educators
and performers. She has appeared regionally with the Savannah Symphony Chamber Orchestra, the
Augusta Symphony Orchestra, and the South Carolina Philharmonic Orchestra. A former Associate
Artist with the Opera Columbia Company, Columbus, OH, she currently performs as a concert artist,
with the following soprano soloist performances among her credits: Bach’s Magnificat, Handel’s
Messiah, Hayden’s Creation, Rutter’s Requiem and. the Magnificat, the Fauré Requiem,
Mendelssohn’s Hymn of Praise and the oratorio Elijah, the Mozart Requiem, Orff’s Carmina
Burana, and Vivaldi’s Gloria. Notably, she has appeared as the soprano soloist for the performance
of Handel’s Messiah with the South Carolina Philharmonic Orchestra, and the 90th Anniversary Diocesan Choral of the Anglican Church
of Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. Additional honors include the juried selections as a former Approved Artist for the state of South
Carolina, as well as a Showcase and Community Tour artist. She serves on the Music faculty of South Carolina State University in
Orangeburg.

Shekinah Frieson, is native of Hopkins, SC. She earned a
degree in Music with a concentration in voice from the Claflin University. Shekinah also
earned master’s degree in Music with a concertation in vocal performance from the
University of South Carolina, Columbia. Shekinah was a major participant in the operas at
Claflin. Her very first opera was Ahmal and The Nights Visitors by Carlo Menotti. She
stared as the main character, Ahmal. She then went on to be one of the three spirits in Die
Zauberflöte by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and “Ms. Pinkerton” in Old Main and the
Thief also by Gian Carlo Menotti. Shekinah then decided to step into musical theater and
became Snow White from Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, and Pocahontas from
Pocahontas in Claflin University’s Lyric Theater Ensembles Songs and Sweets. She has
also participated in other events as a soloist for the National Association for Music
Education, and I too am America Lecture Recital to name a few. In the near future Shekinah
hopes to gain her teaching certification so that she can teach in the public-school system.
Shekinah has a passion for music; it is her mission to spread her gift in every way that she
can.
Shucking peas and picking plums with his grandmother after school highlights where

Sean Buggs, Augusta, GA. Graduate of Benedict College with a bachelor’s degree
in music with concentration of voice under the teaching of Dr. Angela Blalock. Classified as bassbaritone, his influences are Thomas Hampson, William Warfield, and the Giant Angela Blalock.
Sean enjoys singing Handel’s Messiah, and a moving Harry T Burleigh. Sean is a proud member of
Phi Beta Sigma fraternity. He is best-known for being selected to sing for President Barack Obama
and always having a snack to share. Currently Sean is singing professionally for Opera Carolina. His
motto is “Why work hard and not be ready.”

Matthew Tyler is a student at South Carolina State University and is from
Columbia. Matthew is a music industry major with a concentration in voice. His aspiration is to
be a professional vocalist.
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Elliott Brown, tenor, is a native of Bloomfield, CT. He is a proud alumnus of Benedict
College, where he studied with Dr. Angela Small Blalock. He is currently a graduate student at the University
of South Carolina, pursing the Master of Music degree, in Vocal Performance. Known for his rich timbre, and
captivating stage presence, Mr. Brown has performed as featured soloist with the Hartford Symphony
Orchestra, The Hartford Bushnell, Connecticut Opera’s 1998 production of Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess and
was a featured soloist for the 105 HBCU Voices of History, The National Black Caucus, and National Anthem
soloist for the former governor of Connecticut. In 2016 he was offered the role of Pinkerton in Puccini’s
Madame Butterfly, with Varna International, Bulgaria. He also performed as the Officer in Rossini’s il
barbiere di siviglia with Teatro di Lirico D’Europa and Spoletta for their 2019 production of Puccini’s Tosca.
He is sought after for his Oratorio interpretation. He has performed throughout the eastern seaboard and abroad.
He recently completed an international tour in Rome, Italy and Tokyo. He was featured on The Word Network;
the world’s largest African American Religious Network. He was the 2019 finalist for the Marian Anderson
Voice Competition. He produced and performed in Soprano, Angel Blue’s (Metropolitan Opera) Generation Next. Opera Gala. 2020
Opera Training Studio Audition Award Recipient, and finalist for the New York International Opera Panel Auditions. Most recently,
Elliott was a finalist for the 2020 Harlem Opera Theater’s Voice Competition. **Elliot was recently accepted into Varna International’s
Summer Music Academy, and is pleased to announce that he has been asked to sing the role of Don Jose in George Bizet’s Carmen,
under the baton of Maestro Gregory Buchalter of the Metropolitan Opera. This will be his first principle role. The program will be held
this summer in Myrtle Beach. Elliott is seeking support for his tuition via GoFundMe. To support Elliott, visit
https://gofund.me/9b094610. and type Elliott Brown or Don Jose Debut with Verna International in the search field.

Xan Jennings

Contralto
, native of Orangeburg, SC, graduated from the SC
Governor’s School for the Arts and Humanities. She received her Bachelor of Arts in Music from
Southern Methodist University and a master’s degree in Music from Indiana University. Ms. Jennings
has toured South Africa as Maria in Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, sang La Zia Principessa in Puccini’s
Suor Angelica in Amalfi, Italy and played Charlene in Fats Waller’s Aint Misbehavin. She is the
regional winner of the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) competition for Texas
and Louisiana. Jennings joined Palmetto Opera as one of their Young Artists and was a featured
soloist with the Carolina Master Chorale this Spring. She was also an artist with the Metropolitan
Opera singer Sherrill Milnes Savannah Music Festival. Recently, Jennings won the Adult Women’s
Division of the SC National Association of Teachers of Singing (SCNATS). Jennings is preparing to
auditions for international opera houses.

Carmen Dreher Jordan, Lyric Soprano is a native of Columbia, SC.
She attended the University of South Carolina where her love for the performing arts began. Her
attraction to music and performing began early. At a young age, she won a talent competition singing
Whitney Houston’s,” One Moment in Time”. Touring internationally has been one of the highlights of
Carmen’s musical career thus far. While in Europe she had an opportunity to perform as a soloist at St.
Peters Basilica in Rome. This experience confirmed that music is that piece of her soul that makes her
unique in her own right. Carmen has advanced her vocal concentration under her teacher and mentor, Dr.
Angela S. Blalock. As a solo artist, Carmen’s repertoire includes many well-known Arias, Art Songs and
Spirituals.

Tatyana White

Hailing from Sumter, SC
is a young mezzo-soprano with
dreams of educating future musicians. While pursuing her Bachelor of Arts in Music at Claflin
University, Tatyana was given many opportunities to build upon her performing experience. She has
held roles in several productions at the university, including Menotti’s opera The Old Maid and the
Thief in which she portrayed Miss Todd - the opera’s leading role. In 2015 while under the tutelage of
Ginger Jones-Robinson, Tatyana also had the opportunity to audition for the South Carolina National
Association of Teachers of Singing student competition. She was selected as a state finalist with the
opportunity to move on to the Mid-Atlantic Regional competition.
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Choristers Continued

Shalita Davis hails from the Island of Bermuda. As both the daughter and wife
of Pastors she has been ministering in song from her earliest memories. As with many ministers of
music she first began singing with her family, mother and sisters in church. As a high school student,
she sang with various praise teams and traveling Gospel Choirs across the U.S. and Bermuda. One
of her proudest accomplishments was attending a Historically Black College and being a 4-year
member of the World Renowned Aeolians of Oakwood University. As a “First Lady” for the last 23
years, she has had many opportunities to contribute to music ministries around the globe. In addition
to the multiple ministries she has led or been a part of, her greatest contribution to the current field
of gospel music has been the mentorship and development of her 3 children’s musical talents. All 3
are involved in organized choral activities at the high school and middle school levels. Mrs. Davis
believes that God provides revelation to His people in many ways, music being one of them.

Jondra Harmon, mezzo soprano hails from Stafford, Virginia. Her singing
engagements include performances with Washington national opera, the lyric opera of Chicago,
Cincinnati opera, and most recently opera Carolina. Ms. Harmon spent nearly ten years as the head of
the vocal area at Gardner-Webb University in Boiling Springs, North Carolina. Ms. Harmon currently
lives in Columbia, South Carolina with her partner Ken where she teaches voice and beginning piano.
She spends her free time playing ukulele, cycling, and powerlifting.

Announcements
Facebook and You Tube services increase membership.

Welcome

Barbara Simmons

Transfer In –
, sister of
Gwendolyn Spann, is a retired New York City school teacher who resides in the Bronx. Previously a
member of Calvary Episcopal Church in Charleston, SC, since June 21, 1959. She received her Bachelor
of Science in Education from South Carolina State University in 1960, her Master of Science in
Education form Bank Street College, New York City in 1975, and her Master of Education from
Columbia University, New York City in 1983. For a few years now, she has been viewing St. Luke’s
services online and was moved by the spirit to become a member of the parish.

Acolyte robes Fundraiser – Our acolytes need new robes. The current robes are over 20 years old. The Acolytes take pride
in the work they do and their appearance during service. Please support our “Calendar” fundraiser to help us raise funding
to replace the robes. This is how it works. Two large March calendars have been placed in the narthex. We ask that you
select a date or dates and write your name by them. You can choose multiple dates to include dates selected by other
members. The date you select indicates the amount of funding your will donate, for instance if you select March 5th, you
will donate $5.00. If you select March 5th and 20th, your donation will be $25.00. Please mark the calendar and make
your donations by March 23, 2022. With sincere thanks, Acolyte Masters.

Giving
Our pledge goal for 2022 is $215,000.00. At this time, we have received $205,448.00 in pledges from parishioners for
2022, leaving a deficit of $9,552.00. We need your help to continue the work of the Lord. If you have not pledged, please
take a minute to pledge today. Thanks, Finance Commission.
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March Parish and Liturgical Calendar
1

•
•

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper –
The Burial of the “Alleluia” & The Burning of
the Palms

19

•
•
•
•

St Joseph
Acolyte Practice – 10:30 am
Seniors Luncheon – 12 noon
Choir Rehearsal – 2:00 pm

2

•
•
•

Adult Formation (in person)– 11:00 am
Fresh Start Board Meeting via Zoom – 6:00 pm
Ash Wednesday Liturgy with the Imposition of
Ashes – Service begins at 6:30 pm

20

•

Third Sunday in Lent: The Holy Eucharist: Rite I –
10:00 am
Daughters of the King – 11:30 am

3
5
6
7

Fresh Start – 9:00 am – 12 noon
Episcopal Church Women via Zoom – 6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal – 2:00 pm
First Sunday in Lent: The Great Litany with the
Holy Eucharist: Rite I – 10:00 am
• William F. O’Neal Commission – 10:30 am
• Lenten Tea – 6:00 pm

•

21

Lenten Tea – 6:00 pm

22
23

Staff Meeting – 11:00 am

24

Fresh Start – 9:00 – 12 noon

Lenten Forum – 6:00 pm

8

•
•
•

Archives Committee – 11:00 am
Staff Meeting – 11:00 am
Finance Commission – 2:30 pm

25

The Annunciation

9

•

Father Raphiell preaches at Trinity Cathedral –
12 Noon
Lenten Forum - Living Well Through Lent, 2022;
Letting Go with All Your Heart, Soul, Strength,
and Mind – 6:00 pm

26

•
•

•

Fourth Saturday Feeding – 12 noon
Choir Rehearsal – 2:00 pm

10

Fresh Start – 9:00 am – 12 noon

27

12

•
•

28

Fourth Sunday in Lent: Laetare Sunday/Mothering
Sunday: The Holy Eucharist: Rite I – 10:00 am
Lenten Tea – 6:00 pm

29

Staff meeting – 11:00 am

30
31

Lenten Forum – 6:00 pm

13

Second Saturday Feeding – 12. noon
Choir Rehearsal – 2:00 pm

Remember to set your clocks ahead before you go
to bed. Daylight Saving Time begins
2:00 am Feb 13
• The Second Sunday in Lent
• Church Growth Commission reconvenes – 11:30
am
• Memorial Gardens Committee – 11:30 am

14
15

Lenten Tea – 6:00 pm

16

Lenten Forum with Men’s Club Supper – 6:00 pm

•
•

Staff meeting – Rector and Wardens – 5:00 pm
Vestry Meeting – 6:00 pm

Fresh Start – 9:00 am – 12 noon
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April

Looking Ahead
June

10th – The Sunday of the Passion - Palm Sunday
10th – 16th – Holy Week
13th - Tenebrae
14th – Maunday Thursday
15th – Good Friday (The Great Three Hours)
17th – The Sunday of Resurrection: Easter Day
17th – June 5th – The Great Fifty Days of Easter Choral
Series (each Wednesday and/or Thursday evening in
Easter)
20th – The Norfolk University Concert Choir kicks off its
cross-country tour; their first stop St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church
26th – Ascension Day Evensong – 5:30 pm

5th – The day of Pentecost (WhitSunday)
12th – The First Sunday after Pentacost: Trinity Sunday

July

4th – 6th The Union of Black Episcopal Conference.
Baltimore, MD. Go to www.ube.org for more
information
7th – 14th – The 80th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church to be held at the Baltimore Convention Center.
More information can be found at
https//extranetl.generalcopnvention.org/staff/files/downl
oad/29826

“The Episcopal Church is a secret too well kept.
Many are starved for what we experience daily and too easily take for granted.
Invite others to come to your parish to experience this joy.”
Louie Crew, author of 101 Reasons to be Episcopalian.
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